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Abstract

“Israel is, by many measures, the country (relative to its
population) that has done the most to contribute to the
technology revolution “ Bill Gates
In this talk we will review some of the shaping episodes in Israel’s Innovative path. Israel, in
many ways a true entrepreneurial venture in its own right, supports the creation of hundreds of
new startups every year. A country that, over decades, invested in research and development (as a
% of GDP) more than any other nation on the globe; a country where the heavy burden of
security financing and a challenging environment encouraged rather than stiffened innovation; a
country where the availability of venture capital, measured per capita, is highest in the world.
Evaluating the recipe, which created the startup nation, is an ongoing task. Many feel that part of
the magic incorporates a disobedient culture, where thinking out of the box and not doing exactly
what you are told are common practices, even as part of the mandatory military service.
Notwithstanding such a culture trait, much of Israel’s success is also attributed to government
policies and smart interventions which supported and continue to actively support innovation and
investment in technology and R&D.
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